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As you may have heard, the Book Department is interested in developing a second major storyline for the Birthright setting, centering on a realm referred to as Aquitania and a major female hero named Eleanor. Obviously, these names aren't set in stone, but they're useful labels to remind us that we're looking for an Eleanor of Aquitaine-type character in Cerilia. Brian has mentioned that he would like to eventually weave this storyline into the ongoing plotlines based around the existing Birthright setting, while we've always known that we want to return to the Southern Empires in some kind of expansion boxed set. So, here are the assumptions I believe we must work with:

   •
Eleanor of Aquitaine is a very French, very medieval character and story. In Cerilia, the only nationality that really matches this is Anuire.

   •
If Eleanor and Aquitaine are major players in Cerilia, we'd have to explain why they didn't make it into the original boxed set. Therefore, I propose that Aquitania needs to be located somewhere near Cerilia, probably off-map on the continent of Aduria.

   •
We know that the Anuireans established colonies overseas at the height of their Empire. It seems to me that Aquitania must have been one of these. At one point in time, Aquitania would have been closely tied to the Anuirean Empire, but with the fall of the Empire Aquitania was free to forge its own separate destiny.

   •
The Anuireans and Aquitanians probably trade, intermarry, and otherwise keep in touch on a routine basis. I can't see the voyage to Aquitania lasting more than a few weeks, and you can probably get to Aquitania by travelling overland from Mieres.

With these general assumptions in mind, here's a rough outline of what I see going on in the Southern Empires. By no means should you consider this THE WORD; I'm just trying to throw together a brief history and explanation that does what we need it to do. The history of the Southern Empires falls into several broad ages: Pre-Deismaar, Post-Deismaar, Anuirean Colonization, and Independence.

Pre-Deismaar
Known Facts:

   •
The human tribes fled to Cerilia to escape Azrai's influence in the southern empires.

   •
In Greatheart, the author says that the Emperor Grayconel Adriss of the land of Justminia was the most powerful of the southern emperors and the most favored servant of Azrai.

Speculations:

   •
In addition to the known human tribes—the Andu, the Brecht, the Masetians, the Rjuven, the Vos, and the Basarji—there may have been other human cultures that did not emigrate, presumably because Azrai controlled them. I suggest a Persian/Indian culture and possibly a Greek/Mediterranean culture.

   •
The beastmen mentioned in Greatheart may be a new race present in Aduria.

   •
While many humans of the Six Tribes (excluding the Basarji) may have fled to escape the power of Azrai, many others of these tribes might have remained behind and possibly fallen under Azrai's sway. This would let us get away with inventing only 1 or 2 new cultures instead of making up another half-dozen.

   •
Some of the leaders of the southern empires may have been numbered among the Lost, the rare humans that Azrai personally taught wizardly magic.

   •
The Masetians may have been one of the key races of Aduria. They appear to have enjoyed the highest level of civilization (a Greco-Roman culture) while the other known tribes were nomads and barbarians. Maybe the Masetian Empire, backed by the power


of its allied barbarian tribes, stood against the other southern empires as long as possible before they were overwhelmed and driven north to Cerilia.

Post-Deismaar
Known Facts:

   •
The Masetians died out in Cerilia in the centuries following Deismaar.

   •
The Basarji began to emigrate in numbers to Cerilia from a continent called Djapar, landing in the areas held by the dying Masetians.

   •
The first Roele built the city of Anuire and started to forge the Anuirean Empire from the various Houses of the Andu. By 100 HC, the Andu tribes were under one banner. By 200 to 300 HC, Anuireans were presumably beginning to advance into the regions held by the Brecht, the Rjurik, and the Basarji.

Speculation:

   •
The Southern Empires must have been completely decimated by the aftershocks of Deismaar, since they never enter into significant Cerilian history again. By my guessm these guys must have been blasted back to the Stone Age. Why? Could the destruction of the land bridge and Mount Deismaar have had much more severe geological effects in the southern continent?

   •
Some number of native human civilizations would have survived or slowly put the pieces back together again. While Roele's descendants are putting together a Cerilian Empire, the Adurian nations are probably fighting over the wreckage. The evil empires controlled by Azrai would have had leadership and government upheavals for decades or centuries; the remnants of the Six Tribes might have grown in different directions from their northern kin. For example, the Adurian Brechts might never have deposed or outgrown their noble classes—instead of the Hanseatic League that developed in Cerilian Brechtür, the southern Brecht might have grown into the Teutonic Knights.

   •
Presumably, some percentage of the southern warriors survived Deismaar and gained bloodlines. Would these people have gravitated towards rule, as they did in Cerilia, or would they have done something else? Maybe they remained hidden, a handful of blood-cursed exiles? Maybe bloodlines manifested differently for them, creating immortals instead of kings.

Anuirean Colonization
Known Facts:

   •
Anuireans had overseas possessions, trading partners, or colonies at some point.

   •
The other seafarers—the Khinasi, the Brecht—maintain overseas trade to this day. Could the surviving Anuirean colonies be their trading partners?

Speculation:

   •
At about 400 to 700 HC, the Anuirean Empire was at its peak. Ambitious young noblemen in Anuire's armies and navies led expeditions to the south, seeking glory, wealth, and new lands for the Empire. Or maybe Anuire became interested in Aduria because some event or series of events forced her attention to the south?

   •
An Anuirean colony would have involved an elite ruling class of Anuirean nobles, merchants, and settlers dominating one of the surviving Adurian states. Think of the Crusader States in the Levant, where Christian nobles maintained small kingdoms in Acre, Tyre, and Antioch by force of arms. Or consider the Norman overlords of Saxon England.

   •
Some cultural drift or exchange would have taken place. Some of the Adurian realms—especially those of the remnant human tribes—would have become quite Anuirean in character. Others would have absorbed their Anuirean conquerors and maintained only a loose allegiance to the Iron Throne.

   •
Not all of Aduria would have fallen under Anuire's control. Great expanses of territory probably weren't worth conquering, or were populated by Adurian races too tough for the Anuireans to take on at the fringes of their power. Some Anuirean colonies may have


originated as military outposts or bulwarks against the hostile, native kingdoms of Aduria's more distant reaches.

   •
Aquitania was one of the Anuirean colonies founded in this time period. It probably is made up of a native population or race—possibly related to the Anuireans, maybe not— and an Anuireanized (how's that for a word?) elite of nobles and rulers.

Independence
Known Facts:

   •
Although Anuire (and Brechtür and Khinasi) maintain trade contacts with the lands of Aduria, none of the old colonies continues under Anuirean rule. (Although Mieres could be considered as an independent Anuirean state.)

Speculation:

   •
Most of the colonies probably fell away from the crown in the years -50 MR to 100 MR (fifty years before the death of Michael Roele to about a century afterwards). As Imperial troops were summoned back to Anuire to fight a civil war and then battle the Gorgon, some of the southern colonies may have overthrown their Anuirean overlords, while in others the Anuirean overlords may have continued in power.

   •
In Aquitania, I would guess that the Anuirean ruling elite generally remained in power, since Eleanor appears to be an Anuirean figure. However, recognizing that no more help was forthcoming from Anuire, the leaders of Aquitania probably began to view themselves as an independent country. They may have held onto power with an iron fist, suppressing the native population, or they may have adopted a middle path that blurred the line between Anuirean and native Adurian. For that matter, Aquitania may never have had many native Adurians—think about the big cities of the eastern American seaboard at the time of the Revolution.

   •
Eleanor is probably a current character, living in the year 551 MR. I think she's important because she's one of the few direct descendants of the Roeles around. Maybe she's descended from one of Michael's sisters, or possibly even from Michael's uncle or grand-uncle—a younger brother of one of the Emperors who preceded Michael, perhaps an ambitious and popular figure who chose to build a colony in Aduria instead of sitting around in Anuire watching his older brother rule. As one of the strongest heirs of the Roele line, Eleanor could play a big part in any earth-shaking scheme we want to pull off in the next few years.

